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Barbara Umlauf’s Dream Is Coming True!!!

cruelty calls all over the county.  Barb also became a local celebrity saving 

countless animals, rescuing anything that needed rescuing. She was even written 

about in the National Enquirer in September of 1990 after she crawled through 

an 18 inch pipe to rescue a puppy. 

Hillside SPCA was Barbara’s heart and there wasn’t anything she wouldn’t do to 

make sure the animals were all safe, warm, and fed. The shelter became a vital 

resource for homeless and abused animals and continued to grow. After Barb’s 

son Joe died tragically in 2006, Barb spearheaded Joe’s Spay/Neuter and 

Emergency Fund, a fund to pay veterinary bills for homeless animals and honor 

the memory of her son. This fund has paid the veterinary bills for thousands of 

animals that may not have otherwise received treatment. Eleven years later in 

2017, Barbara’s beloved daughter Caroline also passed away and through her 

grief Barbara changed the name of the fund to Joe and Caroline’s Fund. 

A year and a half later, on December 20th 2018, Barbara went to be with her 

children. She battled cancer but we will always believe she died of a broken 

heart. This life wasn’t very kind to Barb after all of the good she did, but she is at 

peace now and we all promised her that we would protect and preserve the 

Hillside SPCA and that’s what our current Capital Campaign is all about.

Currently, we have four buildings at our Hillside SPCA facility.  The Cat Building 

with the Julian Building houses 220 to 280 cats. The Small Dog Building houses 

25-30 small dogs and also has an adjacent Bunny Room that houses 10-15

In 1986, Barbara Umlauf (then Parnell) was asked to manage the Hillside SPCA she had been volunteering at since 

1982. In order to do that, Barb quit her job as a kindergarten teacher. At that time the Hillside SPCA consisted of

one building, now known as the Big Dog Building, which housed 30 dogs and 15 cats, all together in that original 

building. 

Barb was able to build a team of family and friends and slowly grow the shelter into a facility that houses 300-350 

homeless animals on average. The Hillside has adopted out thousands of animals and responded to 

https://www.hillsidespca.com/donate/
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Continued: Barbara Umlauf’s Dream Is Coming True!!!

Pictured above: Progress on the NEW Meet & Greet Room. 

Support the Hillside SPCA 
Capital Campaign Sponsorship

❑ Legacy Sponsorship $25,000+
❑ Corporate Sponsorship $5,000- $20,000
❑ Kennel Sponsorship $2,500

Personalized kennel sign
❑ Courtyard Sponsorship $1,000

Personalized brick to be placed in the Memorial 
Garden

❑ Hillside Friends Sponsorship $500
Your name on the Welcome Center Plaque

❑ Supporter Level  Sponsorship $250
Your name on the Welcome Center Plaque

Name: ____________________________________

Address____________________________________

City: ______________________________________ 

State: _____________          Zip: ________________

Mail to: Hillside SPCA, Inc., Capital Campaign 

PO Box 233, Pottsville, PA 17901

Special Thank You to the animal 

lovers who report cases of suspected 
animal cruelty, to the Hillside Cruelty 

Officers who respond to and provide 
support for those animals, to the Law 

Enforcement officials who investigate 
and to the District Attorney’s Office for 
prosecuting the guilty.   

Bunnies. Our Big Dog Building houses 45-50 large 

dogs. 

With the help of our Capital Campaign, we hope to 

replace our badly rusted kennels, replace flooring, fix 

and replace windows and doors, build a new 

Welcome Center and convert the old one into an in-

house veterinary clinic, which was always Barbara’s 

dream. The clinic will greatly reduce the cost of the 

shelter’s veterinary bills, which exceeds over 

$200,000 a year, and it will give the community a 

local resource for low cost spaying and neutering.

We would like the shelter to always be a bright, 

positive space where homeless animals find safety 

and get the chance to meet the humans with whom 

they will make memories of a lifetime. We exist 

solely on donations so we are relying on your 

kindness once again to make our dream a reality. 

Barbara Umlauf gave her life to this shelter and we 

owe it to her to make her dream of a clinic become a 

reality. Whether you give a dollar or twenty dollars, 

every penny marked for the Capital Campaign will go 

towards desperately needed renovations and a Spay/ 

Neuter Clinic we can all use for many years to come. 

Won’t you please consider helping us make Barbara’s

dream a reality? Happy Holidays to all of you! We

love you from the bottom of our hearts and paws! 

Thank you for always generously supporting “Barb’s 

Shelter!”
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Baby Girl & Her Dad

Meet Taylor

Many people assume that puppies are always 

quickly adopted from shelters. Unfortunately 

for Taylor, that was not the case. In the 

beginning of December of 2021, Taylor and 

his friend Charlie were found running on the 

street and a good Samaritan called us to help. 

Charlie was adopted about three months 

later, but Taylor kept getting overlooked. As 

Taylor grew and grew, we knew that his 

adoption was becoming less likely. Soon he 

turned into just another pit bull at the shelter 

begging for a family to give him a chance. 

Instead of growing up in a loving home, he 

was growing up in a shelter where the dogs 

spend more time alone than with the staff. He 

watched as many of his friends got adopted 

and he continued to wait. Taylor eventually 

outgrew the “small dog building” and came to 

the “big dog building” to make new friends 

and be with dogs more his speed and size.  

No matter what his frown tells you, he’s a 

happy-go-lucky guy who is always ready for a 

good time. He loves everyone he meets and is 

dog and cat friendly! Taylor is ready to learn 

all about what life has to offer outside of the 

shelter! 

We are hoping his second Christmas is in a 

home instead of at Hillside. 

Taylor

Bambi

Moscato

Thank you to 

Capital Campaign Corporate Sponsor

Spazzy

Kimmie

Moscato

Deci
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Pet Memorials 

➢ Blackie, Walker & Tag Bernadino by: The Magee 

Family

➢ Max by: Chrissi & Jose Ramos

➢ Shadow by: Shirley Willinsky

➢ Capone by: Dwight B. Rieman

➢ Rocky by: Karen, Jim & Troy Linton

➢ Peppy by: Thomas & Jane Burns

➢ Cassie by: MaryEllen & Larry Sims

➢ Izzy, Zoey & Delilah by: Janet & Darrell Turner

➢ Rosie Murphy by: Nadine Avenoso

➢ Toby by: Lee Ann Freiler

➢ Shadow by: Dorothy Lindenmuth

➢ Beebs by: Charles Underwood

➢ Corky by: Sylvia Cunningham

➢ Checkers by: Karen Fetter

➢ Norman the Cat by: Kyle Richards

➢ Cinnamon by: Lillian Engle

➢ Buddy by: Linda Leiby

➢ Edward Buber by: Yvonne Gabel, Mr. & Mrs. Paul 

Buber

➢ Ruby Fink by: Angel Cicero

➢ Nancy Symons by: Art & Jenna Raudenbush

➢ John Mahalage Jr. & Sr. by: Paula Hopkins, 

Bernadine Mahalage

➢ Albert (Pidge) & Katherine (Kitty) Piccioni Samuel 

& Ann (Piccioni) Melocheck

➢ Ed Cope by: Barbara & Ron Rozansky, Bill & 

Mary Jo Moss

➢ Jackson Casey by: Gail Randis

➢ Mary Ann Siket by: Brian Siket’s Co-workers, 

Schuylkill Haven Area High School Faculty

➢ Jean White by: Robert & Janet Gronski, Connie & 

Joe Bernathy, Karen Stohn, Anne Slaton, 

Christine Sutton, Art & Robin Meyers, SCI 

Mahanoy Hostage Negotiating Team

Memorials, Remembrances 
& Honors

Spazzy

Kitten Family

Thank you to 

Capital Campaign 

Corporate Sponsor

Supporting Hillside for 

over 30 years. 
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Hyde

➢ Barbara Umlauf by: Shirley Willinsky, 

Kathleen Drobnick, Sallee Umlauf, 

Ellet Sapp

➢ Sarah Wytovich by: Lee & Karen 

Syzdek, Kristin & Mike Kinititz & 

Family 

➢ Colette Conway’s Birthday by: 

Kathleen Daubert

➢ Sasha Kowalick by: Joanie Gudonis

➢ Jim Hansbury, Woody & Mickey by: 

Shelly Hansbury

➢ Jean White by: Brian O’Connor

➢ Eva Masterson by: Marlene M. Judge

➢ John H. Raffa by: Wilma & Gregory 

Woodland, Susan Martin, Keith & 

Helen Schinkel, Gary & Shirley 

O’Hara, “Little Wally” Rhoades, II

➢ Donna Gaveletz by: Gail Brennan

➢ Gerald Ritsick, Muggsy & Buddy by: 

Michelle Sepela

➢ Paul G. Yost, Sr. by: Marie Fazio, 

Sharon Donnely, Louis Fazio, Paul 

Yost, Jr., Mahanoy City Social Club 

➢ Mary Jane Rudy by: Brian Dahm, 

Tamaqua Area Middle School 

Faculty & Staff, Houser Newman 

Staff, Yvonne Petronko

➢ Steven Brennan by: Alison & Robert 

Hinrichs, Carol Emerich

➢ Edmund Pavao by: Mary Ellen 

Setlock

➢ Darlene A. Darosh by: Darlene 

Henry, Bonni Fetterolf, Barbara 

Breslin, Entech Engineering

➢ Sandra Tharp by: Mick & Claire 

Witcoskie, Matthew Reiprich, Cheryl 

Frye, Earl Maurer, Bonnie & Joe 

Mirarchi

➢ Minna Kliebenstein by: Cynthia 

Lucia

➢ Our Dear Friend Barbara, & our 

Loving Mothers Marion & Gen by: 

Martin & Anita Dwyer

➢ Mike Grigalonis by: Martin & Anita 

Dwyer

Memorials, Remembrances & Honors

➢ Ora Ebling by: Sheila Krauss, Anne 

Paisley, Jim & Pat McCaffrey, 

Karen & Doug Souder, Ron & 

Marge Sadusky, Dorothy Bendetti, 

Victoria Davine, Ann Marie Lengel

➢ Richard Semmel by: Pencor

Employees Recreational Fund

➢ Jacqueline Ann Weiser by: Ronald 

E. Weiser

➢ Sandra L. Edmunds & Barbara A. 

Banket by: The Edmunds Family 

Foundation

➢ Claire Gustus by: Jackie Seritti

➢ Pat Burinsky by: J. Verchick

➢ Janye Payne by: Sandra Meluskey, 

Chris & Jerry Kalinoski

➢ Francis Keiser by: Loretta Keiser

➢ Joseph Rady by: The Baldingers, 

Wayne Glaubinger MCWG, 

Stephanie (Rady), Joe, Max & 

Dylan Price, Michelle Swanter, 

Kathleen Kanish, Lori & David Miller

➢ Gary R. McCall by: David & Beverly 

Coveleski, Jonella Williamson, Walt 

& Deb Weber & Family, Coleen 

Garrity, Robert & Janet Gronski, 

Thomas & Barbara Ash, Gary & 

Barbara McCall

➢ Jackie Mitchell by: Carolyn Klimas, 

Jennifer Vermillion, Renee & Matt 

Popalis, Janice Szczecina

➢ Randy Bresinger by: Karen V. Kelly

➢ Bernard Ehlers by: Mandie Lucas, 

Patty Corcoran & Cody Petravich, 

Lenny & Marge Unavage, Rick & 

Paula Bubeck, Marsha Ehlers

➢ Jason Schwarz by: Kelly Stidham-

Schwarz, Christopher & Ryan

➢ Irvin Kamp & David Kamp by: 

Patricia Kamp

➢ Jennifer Reed by: Carol Wise & 

Family, Tommy Carl & Family, Sheri 

Carl

➢ Henry “Hank” Piascik by: Bob & 

Nancy Elison

➢ Lenore Gromalski & Checkers 

by: Bruce Pascavage, Elizabeth 

& Thomas Tempest, Paul & 

Margaret Ward Coombe, Laura 

Bennett, Karen Fetter

➢ Paul Kasinecz, Jr. by: Barbara & 

John Powers, Jane & Mike 

Evans, Robert & Claudia Kelly

➢ Lyle Clark by: Schuylkill County 

District Attorney’s Office, 

Alexandrette Spangler, Kent 

Clauser

➢ Annemarie Carman by: Linda 

McHugh

➢ George R. Reed by: Nancy & 

Paul Koory

➢ Jon Umlauf & Jim Zimmermann 

by: John & Bianca Zimmermann

➢ Jevin McGonigle by: Walter 

“Punky” Weber & Family, Ellen & 

Joe Runciman & Family, Dave & 

Andrea Sekellick, Becky & Mark 

Herb, Michael Chambers, 

Sandra Wapinsky

➢ John G. Lucas by: Jim 

Yourshaw, Nancy Ripz, Denise 

Rokasky, Theresa Bosack, Don 

& Linda Lindenmuth, Bobbie 

Domlesky

➢ Theresa Marie Carey by: Nancy 

Drumm, Kathryn & Dominick 

Pesavento

➢ Sharon Cimino by: Carol Cauley, 

Diane Steward, Delores 

Mehalko, Diane Haberman & 

Family

➢ Anne Noll by: Esther, Cathy & 

Marv Teter, S. Goodman-Fox

➢ Tom Konitsky by: Dolores 

Konitsky

➢ Norman Manbeck by: Lisa 

Spancake

➢ Dick Matthews by: Annette 

Mathews

Elsa

Rocky
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Community  Support 

Makes all the Difference!
Now, more than ever we want to give a 

big THANK YOU to all the local businesses, 

schools and personal donors that have and 

currently are showing their support for Hillside 

by bringing donations and running donation 

drives. This time of year can be challenging. 

The cost of living has been on the rise and 

families have holidays to worry about. 

Watching your kids open presents on 

Christmas morning will always take top 

priority and we understand that. Sadly, this 

time of year is one of the busiest for shelters. 

“Out with the old and in with the new” is 

common around Christmas time. Families 

decide to give away family pets to make room 

for a new puppy or kitten. A few weeks after 

the holidays our intakes increase again 

because families realize how difficult a new 

animal can be. 

Hillside houses between 300-350 

animals at any given time. You can only 

imagine how much food and cleaning supplies 

we go through in a week. In one day, we 

use100 cans of wet cat food, about 300 

pounds of litter and 100 pounds of dry dog 

food. That’s 36,500 cans of wet cat 

food,109,500 pounds of cat litter and 36,500 

pounds of dry dog food a year. Without these 

donation drives we wouldn’t have the supplies 

necessary to care for all of our animals. 

Thank you to everyone who helps us 

keep our doors open. It’s because of our 

community’s love and support that we can 

keep going. Happy holidays from all of us at 

Hillside (two-legged and four).

Sincerely, 

The Shelter Staff & 

Board of Directors

❖ Kathy Cammarano by: Helena Einsel, 

Sharon Merolli

❖ Ron Brown by: Richard Brown

❖ Ann Matsago’s 60th by: Eugene Brode, 

Dennis & Diane Boyle, Diann Connor, 

Joseph & Jane Malarkey, Anna Patalano, 

Cookie Vadyak

❖ Thomas Kubasek by: Joan & Rich 

Malishchak

❖ Cindy Zimmerman by: Kelly Fegley



11 Hillside SPCA Helping Hands

Amazon.com

&

Chewy.com

Wish List
Donating has never been easier. Visit 
www.hillsidespca.com, order online and 
ship directly to us as 51 SPCA Road, 
Pottsville, PA 17901
❑ Dog Coats
❑ Soft Dog Treats
❑ Purina One Kitten Food
❑ Dry Cat Food
❑ Cat Litter 
❑ Blankets
❑ Cat Trees
❑ Baby Food
❑ Laundry Detergent
❑ Paper Towels
❑ Dawn Dish Soap
❑ Dog Collars
❑ Wellness Puppy Food
❑ Dog & Cat Toys
❑ Rope Toys
❑ Kong Toys
❑ Nyla Bones
❑ Dog Leashes 
❑ Little Ceasar’s Dog Food
❑ Spot Farms Dog Treats
❑ Litter Pans
❑ Friskies Canned Cat Food
❑ Clorox Wipes

Volume 41, Holiday 2022

The Cat That Trapped Our Hearts!
Hillside received a disturbing call on September 22, 

2022 regarding a cat found in Frackville. His front leg was 

stuck in a foot trap that he was dragging while crying in pain. 

When Holly got to the scene, some good Samaritans had 

safely freed and crated him. They had named him Trapper.

The Hillside Staff immediately transported the animal 

to the vet for examination. The vet explained his leg was 

completely shattered and our only option was to amputate 

his leg. Since they did not have a surgeon on duty he would 

need to be transferred. After numerous calls for help we 

finally found a vet that was equipped and willing to do his 

surgery. 

Surgery was performed on Trapper the next day and 

he was recovering at the Hillside.  Even after all he had 

endured, he was always very loving and affectionate. On 

October 4, 2022 Hillside received a call from someone 

saying they saw Trapper’s story on Hillside’s Facebook page 

and stated he belonged to them. He had slipped out of their 

house and they were looking for him for days. His owner 

came that day to pick him up. His real name is Thor and 

seeing Thor reunited with his dad was such an amazing 

feeling to us all. His family is beyond grateful to Hillside 

SPCA for saving their boy and continues to share updates 

with us.
Thor

SPECIAL HONORS

Robert & Donna Dayson’s 50th Wedding Anniversary 

by: Mark W. & Patricia Geil, Mary Kimmel & Bob 

Barton, Jim & Ann Fidler, Robert Dayson, David B. & 

Patricia M. Smith, Colleen Beth Meckely, Amy Barto, 

Clarence T.& Susan M. Martin, Gary H. & Linda L. 

Leibensperger, Scott A. & Jennifer V. Dayson, Linda 

McElvaney

Beverly Loftus by: Stacey DeGirolamo

Hannah & Austin Kauffman’s Union by: Doug & Erica 

Adams

Mr. & Mrs Richard Shoup by: Nancy 

McLaughlin

Matt Smith & Steph Schafer’s Wedding 

by: Ron & Terri Schafer

Buddy by: Russell Yallas

http://www.hillsidespca.com/


P.O. Box 233

Pottsville, PA 17901

Enclosed is my gift of:

$5 $10 $20 $25 $50 $100 Other $

Mail to: Hillside SPCA, Inc., PO 

Box 233, Pottsville, PA 17901

Name:

Address:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

We are funded almost entirely through  

donations. Every single dollar donated is

spent for the benefit of animals in our area.  

YOUR generosity is what keeps our doors  

open allowing us to treat, shelter, feed,

and love the many who come to us in  

desperate need of a secondchance.

They need you.

Please show them you care TODAY!

You can HELP animals in need NOW!EVERY DOLLAR  

MAKES A

DIFFERENCE

All contributions are tax deductible to the fullest extent of 

the law. The official registration and financial 

information of the Hillside S.P.C.A., Inc. may be obtained 

by calling toll free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-

0999. Registration does not imply endorsement. 

Gigi

Ethel

Rusty


