Helping Hands
A publication of the Hillside Society for the Prevention
Cruelty to Animals, Inc.51 SPCA Road, Pottsville, PA 17901
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Keeping it Going...

Unless you work at an animal shelter, there is no way to know
exactly what it takes to keep the doors of the shelter open. The everyday
stress of dealing with animal cruelty and abandonment is there on a daily
basis but there is also the worry of being able to pay all of the veterinary
bills, which are hundreds of thousands of dollars a year, as well as
sourcing and paying for thousands of dollars in pet meds, and finding
inexpensive food sources and supplies for hundreds of animals.

There is also the business side of running the shelter. Worker’s
Comp Insurance, regular insurance, payroll, utilities and many repair bills
because everything is used very hard when you are housing animals. So
make no mistake about it, it is a huge undertaking to keep a nonprofit
animal shelter afloat year after year. The cost of paying all of these bills
easily exceeds a million dollars a year.

The Hillside SPCA receives very little help from the county, no DONATE ONLINE @:
money from the state, and has no government funding whatsoever. We
are 100% at the mercy of our supporters to keep us going year after year.

https://www.hillsidespca.com/donate/

If not for our amazing community, this shelter would have folded long ago.
Barbara Umlauf was the face and the voice of the Hillside SPCA for almost 35 years, until her passing in 2018. About 9
months before she passed, she asked me to come back onto the board because she was trying to get things into place
because she wanted to know Hillside was going to be ok. | made a promise to her that | would work as hard as she did
to ensure the future of the Hillside. After being back on the board for a few months, | came to realize the support that
this shelter gets from this community is extraordinary.

Our friends show up with cases of water when our power goes down and we have no well water. They ask their
friends to send us money in memory of their loved ones instead of sending flowers. Our friends leave us bequests in
their wills not realizing that had they not done that, we wouldn’t have been able to pay our heating bills, or survive at
all. Our friends come through for us during some of our darkest moments when we are desperate and afraid we have
asked for their help one too many times. Our supporters have become our family and with the deepest gratitude and
the humblest of hearts, | thank you on behalf of Barbara, myself, our tireless shelter workers, but mostly, the
homeless animals that get a second chance because of you. Your bequests, your donations, your cards, your hearts,
no matter how big or how small, keep us going. You are the reason the Hillside SPCA is still here. You need to know
that. From the bottom of our hearts and paws, thank you. We would not be here without you.

With much gratitude,
Donna Boyd, Board President


https://www.hillsidespca.com/donate/
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Sahara was brought

being examined by our vet,
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Never €Cive Up Hope

to Hillside in pretty rough shape. She was

found crawling out from underneath a car showing signs of trauma. After

she had obvious head trauma, difficulty

standing & was underweight. Each day she improved becoming more
alert, with better mobility and showing us just how sweet she was. The
gentleman who found her would call frequently to check on her & once
she was cleared for adoption he came and adopted her. Sadly they had
to return her after just a couple months because her and their other cat
did not get along. She was very stressed and was having accidents so
they felt it was best to return her to us.

: Cidia ,l a0 We thought for sure she would end up being a long-term resident

at the shelter but a young girl came to volunteer for a school
project and fell in love with her. On 12/9/23 the young
volunteer and her mom arrived at Hillside in hopes of
adopting Sahara. The shelter staff explained Sahara’s entire
situation including that she had accidents in her other home.
The news did not deter the family and they adopted Sahara.
Since her adoption, Sahara has been doing phenomenally
well and has only had one accident in her “furever” home.
Sahara wants everyone to know "never give up hope,”
because your special person is out there too!

G

Special Honors

Lucky by: Ashley Tomasko
Bella Jay by: Marie Vovakes

Daisy & Silver by: Maryann O’Neill & Vince Reilly
Douglas Smith & His Dog, Patty by: Harold & Emma
Smith

Nancy Goetz by: Prudence Precourt

Gale Madara by: Sharon & Claude Raudenbush
Porcupine Pat McKinney by: Martha Hetherington
Remington by: Allison Crevling

Katie by: The Hopkins Family

Theresa & Jack Price by: Terry Dougan

Gail Pachkoski by: Heather Pachkowski

Ann Degler by: William Lafferty

For All My Precious Pets by: Louise Harrison

St. Francis by:St. Ambrose Parishioners

Bella Jay’s First Christmas by: Marie Vovakes
Janet Hillman by: Marie Vovakes

Frank & Suzanne Mieso by Marie Vovakes

Jean Conway by: Bea Petri

Janet Pielacha by: Paul & Terry Laubenstein
Barbara Davis by: Daryl Davis, Joseph Studlick

The Bindie Family, Richard, Ada, Barb & Rick by: Paula
Sterbenz

Natalie Davis by: Lori Rauenzahn

Gen & Dave Donkochik by: Ramona Cambria
Anna, Tim & Garrett Knoebel by: Ramona Cambria
Mark & Mary Cambria by: Ramona Cambria
Ramona & Tom Grill by: Ramona Cambria

Dot & Jared Cambria by: Ramona Cambria
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Memorials, Remembrances

Gerald Reading by: The
Baldingers, Earl McGoey
Dolores Minarick by: Judy
Stephenson

Martha Herbert by: Carol
Donnelly

Rita Marie Wolf by: Judy
England & Cheri R.

Dave Guzick by: Thomas &
Diane Feeser

Bill Tihansky by: Tracey, Emma
& Rich Kemp

Daniel Pachkoski by: Gail
Pachkoski

Leonard Paul Hanlon by:
Jacquie Dormer & Dormer
Family

Bob Schaeffer & Lager by:
Ruthann Schaeffer

Michelle Kunkle by: Pat Kunkle
Thomas J. Mattie by: Elaine
Mattie

Suzanne Kern by: The Secret Pal
Club of the Schuylkill

& Honors

Bill Burns by: Daniel Baer, Sue
Wilner, Keith & Helen Schinkel,
Randy & Bobette Jweigig, Annie
& Tom Hull, The Neverosky
Family

Katherine Daley by: Linda
Whalen, Virginia Pelachick,
Joseph & Geraldine Lotwick,
George & Claudia Franzelin &
George Dauvis Ill, The Donohue
Family

Donald Fetter by: Gene & Karen
McCarthy, June Fetter, Jessica
Weeks & Norm Fetter, Donna
Kamenas

Jeff Cresswell by: Quandel
Concrete, Deborah Reed,
Cathay Bartholomew, Bill &
Elaine Miller

Catherine M. Harley by: Linda
Ralston, Tiffany Hummel, Cindy
Bohr, Marilyn & Mary Lynn
O’Boyle

Joe Prosper by: Dorothy Feryo,

Hedda Schupak by: Gerald
Zremski

Helen Delenick by: Thomas
Schwartz

John R. Weeks & his pup, Krissy
by: Pamela Weeks

Dianne Bland by: Eric & Krisa
Moncavage

Joan Saunders by: Mary Anne
McCaffrey

Brenda Nagle by: Roxanne Purcell
Patricia Micka by: Allen Frantz
Nancy Elser by: Patricia Jackson,
Stefanie Kubitz, Donald
Brissenden, Laura Bennett, Laurie
Goodrich, Rae Thompson, Ben E.
White, Carol A. Robinson, Susan
Hine, Debra Hine, Anne Robbins
Aregood, Sharon Potter, Thomas
C. Reed, Master Gardener
Program of Schuylkill County,
Tony and Sandy Baran, Jacqueline
Smith, James C. Bohorad

Max Fontana by: Danielle, Miles &

Technology Center Abdo Family Hailee Mogush

» Edward “Cherney” Chernes by: Joann Woodward by: Anne J. Ann Kelly & Daisy by: Ben
Christine Burns, Daniel Andruscavage Makarczyk, Joe & Jeanie Sherako
Donahue, Kathleen Honnage Verda Haertsch by: Anne J. Mary Ann Siket by: Schuylkill

» Chase Snyder by: Shelby Andruscavage Haven Area High School Faculty

» Amy Andruscavage by: Cindy Theresa McCord by: Deb & Tom

Wilson, Mom & Jake, Cheryl &
Family, Wuttke & Drum Family,
Wonderlick Family, Genarinni
Family, Boxter Family, M.E.
Matunis, M.A. Dombroski, Julie
Buchinsky, Mulhall Family,
Prosick Family, Pytak Family, J.
Bloskovich, Diane & Ron
Andruscavage, Kushwara
Family, Stella, John & Vicky
Novak, Tom Seritsky, Mary Ellen
Matunis, Dianne Andruscavage,
Rose Ann Markunas

Salvador, Peg McGuire

Shugar Shayne by: Sandi Mates
Schwenk

Joann Barnett by: Vivian Connor
Chuck & Scott DeWire by: Millie
DeWire

Mary Gregis by: Patrick &
Gianna Murphy

Thomas J. Heller by: Angela
Heller, Dez & Taylor Hammond,
Todd & Jane Evans, Max & Jack
Magee, Olivia Evans & Sergio
Canale, Cherise Heller, Nicole
Heller, Bill & Adele Magee




Hillside SPCA Helping Hands

Volume 44, Spring 2024

Memorials, Remembrances & Honors

Judy Botek by: Kenneth M. Gulas, Janet
& Kenneth L. Gulas, Evelyn & Robert
Weber.

Anthony Bobbin by: Glenn Auman,
Mary Ann & Mike Kayes, Marianne
Bobbin, Jennifer Bobbin Holland, Joe &
Jean Sherako, Gene & Cathay
Mackalonis, Jerry & Irene Acalin, Paul
& Mary Sweis, Guenther, Linda & Fred
Kurraseh, Denise & Bill Kowalick,
Raymond Zale, Michelle Bonomo &
Family

Eleanor & Walter Syzdek by: Karen A.
Syzdek

Kathleen O’Neill by: Regina Tunnard
Norman Lengel by: Rebecca Lengel
Lorraine Kurtz by: Paula Kolish &
Family, Dorothy & Romolo Laureti, Deb
& Tom Salvadore, Paula & Herm
Reinoehl, Joe & Susie Boris

Diana M. Smith by: David & Christine
Ambrose, Retired Nurses of Schuylkill
County, Carol Vallese, Ann
Blankenhorn, Walter & Deb Weber,
Steve & Susie Reed, Eileen Doanelly
Craig Edelman by: Marie & Bella Joy
Vovakes

Tom Bair by: Al & Mary Ellen Marazaz,
Janet & Joe Pielacha, Jan & Terry
Laughlin

Leona Deibert by: Joan Craver, Tiffany
Kulpowich

Beverly Ann Trumbo by: David &
Beverly Sarge, Margaret Hartman
Caroline “Cally” Cole by: The Fox
Family

Richard Templin by: Gary Templin
Rachel Tempest by: Barletta Materials
& Construction, Inc.

Cade Kindred by: Amy Yeager

Hamish Marconis by: Mary Catherine &
Jim Motchar

Leonard, Philomena, Pip, Ed & Bryan
Bierman by: Louise Harrison

Evo & Joseph Coroniti by: Lisa Coroniti
Jed Dubuc by: Vaal & Janet Kester

Patricia Fox by: The DeMaria Family,
Claudia & Bob Kelly, Jim Reddington
Kathy Ahrensfield by: Evelyn & Pag
Glessner

Thomas & Marion Gilbert by: Scott
Gilbert

Ruth Lyons by: David & Mary Ann Kline
Joan Sherman by: Claudia & Steve
Phillips, Donna & Barry Seiders
Elizabeth Strokecker by: Rosemary
Biever, Larissa Russell, Nancy Buehler,
Colleen Stock, Ann Sockalosky, Claire
Rutter, John C. Verchick, Schuylkill
County Municipal Authority, Vicky
Reed, Donna Strohecker, Helen
Forshaw, William & Daelene Bowler,
Patricia Weber

Irvin & David Kamp by: Patricia Kamp
Carl & Donna Fessler by: Kaye & Dale
Schwenk

Edward Reifsnyder, Christopher
Reifsnyder, Darrell Koch, Brady Koch,
Selby Potts & Laverne Hughes by:
Judith Reifsnyder

Mickey Paoletta by: Arlene Paoletta
Joseph Lodanosky by: Katrina Krady,
Jean Ege, Donald & Mitzie Curry, BCMA
(friends of Beth Brinsfield)

Barbara Wayne & Toby by: Joseph
Wayne

James Freeman Jr. by: Robert & Janet
Derr, Susan Schenck

John & Mary Piccioni by: Ann Piccioni-
Melocheck

Peter & Catherine Oler by: Ann
Piccioni-Melocheck

Albert (Pidge) & Katherine (Kitty)
Piccioni by: Sam & Ann Piccioni-
Melocheck

Barbara Umlauf by: Katherine
Drobnick, Joseph Wayne, Shirley
Willinsky, Marty & Anita Dwyer
Gen Dwyer & Marian Lance by:
Marty & Anita Dwyer

Scotty Rhoades by: Carol Ann
Rhoades

Richard Roller by: Joe & Donna
Palubinsky

Jeanette Chalinsky by: Ann
Brentari, The Mattera Family, Curt
Tobash, The Tranquillo Family, Jim
& Abby Manzick, Annette & Tony
Merlino, Charlie & Audrey Lantz
William Kline by: Richard & Cathy
Dietrich, Patricia & Jim Kubicek,
Sandra & Ricky Berger, Brenda
Kline

Jackie Motz by: Shaleen Motz

Kay Ann Rottet by: Anne & Frank
Vavro

Craig Kehley by: Carolyn Kehley
Suzanne Nieddu & Tonio by: Mike
Nieddu

Hedda Schupak Baum by:
Jacqueline Lupkin

Adelle Benjamin by: Francis &
Linda Senglar, Diane Zegley & Jim,
Jr., Joe & Monica Alansky, Melissa
& Karen, Chris Conroy & Ashley
Michalik, Joan Link, Bill
Sullenberger & Marie DeAngelo,
Klitsch Family, Maryellen & Joey
Boyle, Leshko Family, Ideal Park,
Inc.

Ronald W. Androshick by: Joanne
Benedict, Barbara Conrad, Joyce
& Neil Miller

William Powell by: Will and Carol
Powell, Bryon & Patricia Killian,
Camille D’Attilio, Lillian
Greenback, Arlene Alexander, J.
Verchick, Karen Phillips, Florence
& Robert Leddy, Kathleen Holden
Kanish, Marie & Wally Mistysyn,
Tracie & John Schimpf, Michelle &
Mike Wish, Padfield Plumbing,
Heating & Cooling

Thomas “Tucker” Devitt by: James
B. Heller IV, Walter “Punky”
Weber & Family

Mary Ann Siket by: Schuylkill
Haven Area High School Faculty
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Memorials,
-+ Rustv b Doroth Remembrances
Rusty by: Dorothy Moran » Toby & Dakota by: Angela Preston,
» Bam by: Maryann O’Neill Reilly, Vince Janelle Sahr & Honors
Reilly & Silver > Colt by: Lillian Engle
» Gromit, Shelley, Oliver & Texas by > Astro by: Michael & Elinda Lado » Deborah Moyer by: Robert & Carla M.
Maryann O’neill Reilly, Vince Reilly & 3 yatq by: Genevieve Rushanan Carl
Silver > Hank by: Ralph Beam » Barbara Semicek by: Donna Klaus
» Sparky by: Grace Beveridge > Maddie, Coco, Shadow, Benji, Tabby, » Gloria Perlis by: Scarlett Newton
> Katie Ann, Brady, Bella, Molly, Emma, Midnite & Ernie by: Patricia Palubinsky Russell & Ronald Russell
Bella & Jakey by: Linda Jean Miller > Casey & Braddock by: The Skinner » Karen Keim by: Sheree & Thomas
» Marve Lencicki by: Lisa Mayshock Family Bashinsky, Anita & Marty Dwyer,
> Rigley by: Bill & Michelle Lescavage > Maggie by: Cyndi & Dave Wood Patricia Denchy, Mary Gwasdytos
> Gretel, Boots & Koda by: Elaine > Jessie, Trever & BB by: Patti Yoder » Hedda Schupak by: Gerald Zremski
Hackenberg > Peppy by: Tom & Jane Burns » Helen Delenick by: Thomas Schwartz
> Squeekers, Petey & Mrs. Nugget by: > Buzz by: Rosemarie Bovino » John R. Weeks & his pup, Krissy by:
Theresa & Walter Quade > Maynard by: Dobie Pamela Weeks
» Candy by: Pamela Weeks > Jack by: James & Holly Wallauer » Dianne Bland by: Eric & Krisa
> Lola by: David Sorokach > Buddy the Beagle by: Walter & Moncavage
» Duffy by: Florence Diane Taylor Deborah Weber » Joan Saunders by: Mary Anne
> Kitty Kitty & Tori Pie by: Stefanie > Finn Kashner by: Sandy & Bill McCaffrey
Kubitz, Laura Bennett Tunnessen » Brenda Nagle by: Roxanne Purcell
> Miss Kitty by: Philippe Levan > Thomas by: The Seltzer Group » Patricia Micka by: Allen Frantz
> Carly by: Bonnie Medina > Scooter by: Andrea Allar » Nancy Elser by: Patricia Jackson,
> Kirby & Ralphie by: Barbara Bindie > Coconut by: Robert Bloch Stefanie Kubitz, Donald Brissenden,
> Bonnie by: Cheri Freeh > Tabby Tiger Lucy by: Maryann Sworen Laura Bennett, Laurie Goodrich, Rae
> Jake, Eli, Pepper & Beebs by: Charles > NYX by: Anita & Marty Dwyer Thompson, Ben E. White, Carol A.
Underwood > Caspar by: Martha Zellner Robinson, Susan Hine, Debra Hine,
> Blaze, Hook, Smoke & Bunker by: Anne Robbins Aregood, Sharon Potter,

Patricia Kamp
Rustle, Sheba & Friskie by: Kaye &
Dale Schwenk

Thomas C. Reed, Master Gardener
Program of Schuylkill County, Tony and

\4

Sandy Baran, Jacqueline Smith, James

» Angus & Cocoa by: Pat & Joe Taglieri C. Bohorad
» Capone by: Dwight B. Rieman » Max Fontana by: Danielle, Miles &
» Mimi by: Anna Brennan Hailee Mogush
» Toby by: Marilyn Henninger » Deborah Moyer by: Robert & Carla M.
» Catherine, The Saint Bernard by: David Carl
Herb » Barbara Semicek by: Donna Klaus
» Tom & Zoey by: Dolores Kopitsky > Gloria Perlis by: Scarlett Newton
» Zeus by: Phil & Annie Nichols & Family Russell & Ronald Russell

» Mandela by: Donna Pyle, Joanne &
Dean Gleason

» Karen Keim by: Sheree & Thomas

Bashinsky, Anita & Marty Dwyer,
Patricia Denchy, Mary Gwasdytos

“In Memory” and “In Honor” CONtIIDULIONS may be sentto “Memorial Honors” Hillside, SPCA, P.0. Box 233, Pottsville, PA
17901. Those wishing to remember the Hillside SPCA in your will or estate planning, it is important to use our full corporate title

“Hillside Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, Incorporated.” Thank you.
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MEET MUFASA

In August of 2023, our dog manager got an
email from McAdoo Police requesting a welfare
check on a dog locked inside a shed. Our dog
manager, who is also a humane police officer,
investigated the complaint with another one of our
humane officers at the shelter. When they arrived,
they talked to the home owner and were lead to
the shed where the dog was kept. It was an 8x8
wooden shed in the backyard. The dog had no
access to the outside world. He was locked inside of
the shed 24/7 and given food and water and simply kept alive. The floor of
his structure was filled with his own feces and his water was brown,
littered with debris and dead insects, and his food bowls were rusted,
broken, and covered in feces as well. The officers learned that the dog was
named Mufasa, and he sat in the corner of the shed as they peered in
through small cut outs in the plywood walls.

The owner of the dog was given the opportunity to make changes
to his living environment but they did not follow through with the changes
that needed to be made. After revisiting the property our officers obtained
a search warrant to remove Mufasa from his confinement. A few short
days after the initial call, Mufasa was the care of Hillside SPCA with a soft
bed, a clean kennel, fresh water, toys, and of course LOVE.

Charges were filed and the owner eventually plead guilty which
resulted in forfeiture of their ownership of Mufasa. And the best news?
That meant Mufasa is now able to find a new home and will never have to
live locked in a shed in deplorable conditions again!

Mufasa is around 4yrs old. He does well with other dogs and
passed his cat test too! Mufasa is very friendly, but takes some time before
his personality starts to show. He’s looking for a home that will give him
ample time to adjust to his new environment and is ready to teach him all
about being a house pet!

P I T e
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Buy Hillside Merch @
https://www.hillsidespca.com/store/

Hoodies $40.00

T-Shirts $22.00

Christmas Honors
Marjorie & Larry Gerber, B.J. & Jim
Howat, Ed Leuchtner by: Jim Howat
DeFeo Family by: Marie Vovakes &

N ‘ . : Bella Jay

John Meridionale by: Barbara Polatz 7 ; : Sherry Melewsky by: Mildred & Albert
Taylor by: Marie Ryan 3 Melewsky

Michelle Hughes by: Michelle Hughes i Amy’s Aunt by: Amy Jedlovec

Riley’s 2nd by: Jamie Smith ; Robert Nabholz by: Nan & Pop

Zellie Jedlovec’s 2nd by: Diane Briggs Annie Mastago by: Carol Field

Terry Laubenstein by: Janet & Joe Pielacha
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Home for the Holidays Event

A heartwarming partnership forged between the Reading &
Northern Railroad and Hillside SPCA for a 'Home for the
Holidays Event’ which led to 18 dogs and 36 cats finding
homes. Along with sponsoring the adoption fees for 54
animals, the Reading & Northern Railroad provided an
unbelievable amount of much needed donations for Hillside
SPCA, which will go towards providing care for the animals in
the shelter.

The 'Home for the Holidays Event' took place from
December 81,2023 through January 315t, 2024. The goal of the
event was to find forever homes for the shelter's animals,
particularly those who had been waiting the longest for
adoption. The shelter staff were thrilled to watch some of the
most deserving and overlooked animals go home!

The Hillside SPCA and the Reading & Northern Railroad
share a common goal of making a positive impact in the community and
helping those in need. By partnering together, both entities were able to
achieve so much more than they would have individually. Hillside is
incredibly grateful to the Reading & Northern Railroad for their kindness and
generosity, and are excited to see the positive impact this partnership will
continue to have in the future.

The shelter also wants to thank the community for their
overwhelming support and for opening their hearts and homes to these
deserving animals.

As we leave behind another holiday season, let us continue to
spread love and kindness, not just during the holidays, but all year round.
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HILLSIDE SPCA
& WISHLIST %

U Paper Towels

U Toilet Paper

U Sheets

U Towels

U Small Throw Blankets

U Laundry Detergent

U Can Cat Food

U Wet & Dry Kitten food

4 Kitten Milk

U Chicken & Turkey Baby Food
U Temptation Cat Treats

U Cat Litter

U Can Dog Food

U Soft Dog Treats

U Purina & Pedigree Dry Dog Food
U Busy Bones Bully Sticks

U Leashes & Collars

U Disinfectant Cleaners
Donating has never been easier.
Visit www.hillsidespca.com, order
online and ship directly to us as
51 SPCA Road, Pottsville, PA
17901



http://www.hillsidespca.com/

S.PCA::

P.O. Box 233
Pottsville, PA 17901

EVERY DOLLAR

MAKES A lLfﬁsm
DIFFERENCE HS PC AE i

We are funded almost entirely through
donations. Every single dollar donated is
spent for the benefit of animalsinourarea. =~ foooomoo oo oo o oo

Support & Donations

Enclosed is my gift in the amount of $

YOUR generosity is what keeps our doors
open allowing us to treat, shelter, feed,

and love the many who come to us in )
O Joe & Caroline’s Fund

desperate need of a secondchance. 3
U General Operations

They need you. U Capital Campaign
Please show them you care TODAY!
= $1000
All contributions are tax deductible to the fullest extent of = $500

the law. The official registration and financial
information of the Hillside S.P.C.A., Inc. may be obtained
by calling toll free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-
0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

Mail to
Hillside SPCA Inc.
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» $2500 Kennel Sponsor :
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P.O. Box 233, Pottsville, PA 17901 |
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